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never have happened. It has not been repeated thus far. In that sense, Fiji's relative obscurity and unimportance were advantageous.
PHASE ONE Background
In the context of the South Pacific, however, Fiji was prominent, frequently cited as a model island democracy before the coup.
Its democracy rested on a system of elite Fijian chiefs. On the surface, Fiji appeared to enjoy relative racial harmony between its two major ethnic groups, indigenous Fijians and Indians. 
US Reaction
The US government had no advance indication that a coup was imminent. Some Fijian elements engaged in public protests after the election, but they did not seem to pose a challenge to democratic institutions. All outside observers and most Fijians were taken by surprise when Rabuka took control.
The U.S. reacted negatively to the coup. The executive branch and Congress were united in this position. During the first hours after the coup, the U.S. conveyed to Rabuka its displeasure at his actions and the importance of upholding democratic insitutions. Rochwarger enthusiastically did so in an April 1988 cable (9).
He pointed out that the restoration of assistance would keep the normalization process alive, and by promoting economic recovery, 
